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U.S. and French New Reactors Designs Foundering on Safety Flaws  
 

TAKOMA PARK, MD – In the space of just a few weeks, the two leading new nuclear 
reactor designs currently on the international market have been revealed to have serious 
safety deficiencies by nuclear safety authorities in four countries. 
 
Both the U.S.-Japanese Westinghouse-Toshiba AP-1000 design and the French 
European Pressurized Reactor (EPR) have been shown to be potentially unsafe.  
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission said last month that the AP-1000 containment 
design was structurally vulnerable to collapse from events like earthquake, tornadoes 
and severe storm damage. The NRC has already required the AP-1000 design to show 
it could withstand a major aircraft crash. 
 
The EPR, under construction in France and Finland, but also proposed for Britain, the 
U.S. and elsewhere, was found not to meet safety requirements for reactor control 
systems by the British, Finnish and French nuclear safety agencies.  
 
The U.S. and European agencies have demanded design modifications to both the AP-
1000 and EPR reactors before declaring them “safe.” 
 
“This is just another nail in the coffin of a nuclear non-starter,” said Linda Gunter, 
Beyond Nuclear spokesperson. “The alleged nuclear renaissance so far looks more like 
a retreat with the nuclear industry sent back to the drawing board for more costly 
changes.  
 
“The EPR construction disasters in Finland and France – with projects wildly over budget 
and behind schedule – coupled with these latest safety revelations, expose once again 
both the high costs and high risks of pursuing the nuclear path,” Gunter said. 
 
Both Areva and EDF have since agreed to provide modifications to the design of the 
EPR before the end of the year.   
 

http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/news/2009/09-173.html
http://www.nuclearpowerdaily.com/reports/Nuclear_safety_bodies_call_for_redesign_of_EPR_reactor_999.html


“U.S. Senators should seriously take note of these alarming safety and financial risks 
before pushing for massive nuclear industry handouts in a climate change bill,” Gunter 
added. “Do they really want to risk American lives by building these radioactive ticking 
time bombs and to fleece their constituents into paying for them too?  
 
“It’s obvious that the new reactor path should be abandoned in favor of worthwhile and 
productive investment in renewable energy and energy efficiency projects that can 
actually address the climate crisis and put Americans back to work in safe, green jobs.” 
 
Areva’s non-voting shares closed almost four percent lower this week on the heels of the 
EPR safety revelations. In addition, a potentially lucrative contract with the United Arab 
Emirates for as many as six new reactors might now be in jeopardy for both Areva and 
Westinghouse.  
 

-30- 
Beyond Nuclear aims to educate and activate the public about the connections between nuclear 
power and nuclear weapons and the need to abandon both to safeguard our future. Beyond 
Nuclear advocates for an energy future that is sustainable, benign and democratic. The Beyond 
Nuclear team works with diverse partners and allies to provide the public, government officials, 
and the media with the critical information necessary to move humanity toward a world beyond 
nuclear.  
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