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December 9, 2015 

To: Brinda Westbrook-Sedgwick, Commission Secretary  
Public Service Commission of the District of Columbia 
1325 G Street, N.W., Suite 800 
Washington D.C. 20005 

Re: Formal Case No. 1119 

Dear Ms. Westbrook-Sedgwick, 

I would like to register opposition to Exelon Nuclear’s takeover of Pepco, based on the 
harm Exelon has caused to its neighbors in Illinois, and the concern that Exelon would be 
willing to likewise harm its neighbors in Washington, D.C., in its pursuit of profits, no 
matter the expense to human health, safety, and the environment. 

My case in point involves leaks of hazardous radioactivity into the environment, from 
Exelon’s atomic reactors in Illinois. Granted, Exelon does not operate atomic reactors in 
Washington, D.C. Nor does Pepco. (Exelon does operate atomic reactors near 
Washington, D.C., however. Namely, the Calvert Cliffs Unit 1 and Unit 2 atomic 
reactors, in Lusby, MD, just 50 miles or so from D.C. And the Peach Bottom Units 2 and 
3 atomic reactors in Delta, PA, just 100 miles or so from D.C. In addition to the current 
proceeding, considering Exelon’s takeover of Pepco, those four Exelon atomic reactors 
near Washington, D.C. are of great concern.) 

But the story shows how far Exelon will go to cover up its misdeeds, including multiple 
releases, each measuring in the millions of gallons, of radioactive water into the 
environment, from Exelon’s Braidwood atomic reactors in IL. Exelon, with the 
complicity and collusion of the State of Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, kept 
the massive radioactivity leaks secret from the affected public for a decade. If Exelon 
would do such things in IL, what would it be capable of doing in D.C., if allowed to take 
over Pepco? This should not be allowed to happen, not given the track record of this 
rogue, toxic corporation, Exelon. 

It took the efforts of the impacted communities, and individual families, to bring the truth 
to light in IL. Exelon had concealed the toxic truth for a decade, while its neighbors’ 
children contracted cancer at alarmingly high rates. 

Exelon’s Braidwood radioactivity leaks into groundwater are summarized in Beyond 
Nuclear’s Leak First, Fix Later report published in 2010, and updated in 2015. The 
chapter on Exelon’s Braidwood leaks begins on page 15. This report is accessible online 
at: 
http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/356082/26211376/1431107993237/LeakFirst_Report
Later_BeyondNuclear_March2015.pdf?token=xqXc8DLzSjgeID1Mj5r1%2BDwr9Cs%3
D 
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A primary radioactive hazardous component in these massive leaks was tritium, a 
radioactive form of hydrogen. Tritium can go anywhere that hydrogen goes in the human 
anatomy, which is everywhere. It can incorporate into the most intimate parts of the 
human body, right down to the DNA molecule, and there do its damage. This damage 
includes causing cancer, as well as birth defects and genetic damage. 

Beyond Nuclear has described the health hazards of tritium in this fact sheet: 
http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/356082/6736687/1272554001127/Tritiumbasicinfofi
nal.pdf?token=rboDr3L38wWvDn3msNodUvusMoQ%3D 

Nuclear Information and Resource Service (NIRS) has a website section about the health 
hazards of tritium, including links to peer-reviewed scientific studies, as well as its own 
fact sheet: http://www.nirs.org/radiation/tritium/tritiumhome.htm 

As Beyond Nuclear’s pamphlet “Nuclear Power and Children,” posted online at 
http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/356082/24565692/1395264688257/NuclearPower_an
d_Children_BN_March2014.pdf?token=bYkIMp%2B3bA8zb89ffg4iLi7iAqs%3D 
describes, children are at significantly increased risk of harm from radioactivity. 

As documented at numerous links and posts at NIRS’s “Health Effects” website section  
<http://www.nirs.org/radiation/radhealth/radhealthhome.htm>, women – and especially 
girls – are among the most at risk demographics in the entire human family. 

The reason I have shared all this background information is because it is relevant to the 
focus of my point, on Exelon’s willingness to harm its neighbors, including children, in 
its pursuit of profits. 

Sarah Sauer, at age 7, was diagnosed with a rare form of brain cancer on April 26, 2001. 
Although, as Sarah has stated, “The surgery, chemo and radiation treatment were 
horrible,” she was lucky. She survived. Other children were not so lucky. (See: “On life 
near two nuclear power plants in Illinois: an interview with Cindy and Joe Sauer,” IEER 
web post, with a link to Joe Sauer’s presentation [to the U.S. National Academy of 
Sciences], posted online at: http://ieer.org/resource/commentary/on-life-near-two-
nuclear-power-plants-in-illinois/) 

Sarah’s mother, Cynthia Sauer, a professional speech therapist, and her father, Joe Sauer, 
a medical doctor specializing in ob-gyn, investigated the local environmental risk factors, 
after Sarah’s oncologist indicated her brain cancer was likely caused by exposure to a 
carcinogen.  

The Sauers soon learned that five children had rare brain cancers at Sarah’s elementary 
school alone. These brain cancers are so rare, not a single case should have been found at 
that rural county seat (Grundy County, IL) elementary school. 

The Sauers lived in Morris, IL, location of three atomic reactors at Exelon’s Dresden 
nuclear power plant, as well as an immediately adjacent, independent high-level 
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radioactive waste storage pool (“GE Morris”). Not far away, was also Exelon’s 
Braidwood nuclear power plant, with two more atomic reactors. 

As related in an interview between Dr. Arjun Makhijani of Institute for Energy and 
Environmental Research (IEER) in Takoma Park, MD and the Sauers: 

“Arjun Makhijani: Tell me how you got so deeply involved in studying cancers near the 
Braidwood and Dresden nuclear power plants in Illinois. 

Cindy and Joe Sauer: We became concerned after learning that there had been leaks at 
the plants and an out of court settlement made by the Illinois Attorney General’s office 
with the nuclear power plants for violations of the [Safe Drinking Water Act].” (see: 
http://ieer.org/resource/commentary/on-life-near-two-nuclear-power-plants-in-illinois/) 

Through their sheer perseverance, a Freedom of Information Act request filed by the 
Sauers eventually revealed something that Exelon, and even the State of Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency, had concealed for many years: that Exelon’s 
Braidwood nuclear power plant had released many millions of gallons of radioactive 
waste water, containing high concentrations of hazardous, radioactive tritium, into the 
soil and groundwater of the surrounding residential neighborhoods. The revelation 
created a scandal in Illinois, and even nation-wide. 

As but one example of the nation-wide media coverage, a major documentary entitled 
The Atomic States of America, released in 2012 at the Sundance Film Festival, featured 
the story of Exelon’s radioactive Braidwood leaks on the surrounding residential 
neighborhoods. (See: 
http://www.democracynow.org/2012/1/24/the_atomic_states_of_america_exploring) 
 
A major section of the film described the Godley Park District’s years-long struggle for 
justice, after Exelon’s Braidwood nuclear power plant next door poisoned its potable 
water supply with radioactivity, for many years on end, while keeping the community in 
the dark. Residents of Godley Park, IL drank that water, cooked with it, bathed in it, etc., 
for the better part of a decade, unaware it was contaminated with hazardous radioactive 
tritium. Exelon had kept it secret. 

I attended a “town hall meeting” that the Sauers organized on their own initiative, and at 
their own expense, in a Holiday Inn conference room in Morris, IL. It was held on April 
26, 2004, the third anniversary of their daughter Sarah’s brain cancer diagnosis. 
Thankfully, she had survived, and was then in remission, as she still is. 

Featured speakers at the Sauer’s “town hall meeting” included Joe Cosgrove, a long 
serving lead official of the Godley Park District, who would later, in 2012, be featured in 
The Atomic States of America documentary. Also featured at the Sauer’s “town hall 
meeting” was Oscar Shirani, Exelon whistleblower. Cosgrove, Shirani, and other 
speakers would describe the abuse they, their families, and the communities they serve 
suffered, in various ways, at the hands of Exelon Nuclear. 
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Hundreds of Morris, IL residents attended. After the formal presentations, the floor was 
opened up for those in the audience to share their own personal stories and concerns. 
Family after family rose, to describe rare, serious and life-threatening diseases afflicting 
their children. A common theme involved families taking their children to highly 
specialized medical care clinics in Chicago, 60 miles away, only to meet other families 
from Morris in the waiting room, there for the same reason. A common response by 
medical doctors at these clinics in Chicago, upon learning where the sick child resided, 
was “Oh, you’re from Morris.” 

As Cindy and Joe Sauer later told Dr. Arjun Makhijani at Institute for Energy and 
Environmental Research: “We were told [Sarah’s] cancer was most likely 
environmentally induced. One mother told me that her physician referred to the area as 
the Nuclear Bermuda Triangle.” (see: http://ieer.org/resource/commentary/on-life-near-
two-nuclear-power-plants-in-illinois/) 

During the Sauer’s community meeting, a local special education instructor shared that 
she had children experiencing such rare congenital diseases in her classroom, that she had 
only read about them in textbooks before, but had never actually encountered such 
conditions first hand. When she shared this news with her college professors, they made 
the special trip to Morris, IL to meet the children themselves, because they had never 
encountered such rare congenital diseases either. 

More than one family in attendance had lost a child to a rare disease. One mother I spoke 
with lost her daughter to a very rare congenital heart defect, at a very young age. In fact, 
not all of the five children with rare childhood brain cancers at Sarah Sauer’s elementary 
school survived. 

The Sauers eventually decided to move away from their radioactively polluted area, 
“after many people including officials in Washington DC told my parents it was not safe 
to live there,” as Sarah Sauer later put it. (See: http://ieer.org/resource/commentary/on-
life-near-two-nuclear-power-plants-in-illinois/) 

They were also forced to seek justice from Exelon through legal action. (See, for 
example: “Judge Orders Exelon to Divulge Radiation Data in Child Brain Cancer 
Lawsuit,” Noel Brinkerhoff and David Wallechinsky, AllGov, Sept. 3, 2011, posted 
online at: 
http://www.allgov.com/news/controversies/judge-orders-exelon-to-divulge-radiation-
data-in-child-brain-cancer-lawsuit?news=843217) 

Despite all that they had been through, the Sauers were determined to do whatever it took 
to uncover the truth, so that other children and families would not have to go through 
what they, and their neighbors, had survived (or not, in the case of certain families’ 
children). 

Joe Sauer, a medical doctor, undertook a detailed epidemiological study of cancer rates in 
the so-called “Nuclear Bermuda Triangle” surrounding Exelon’s Dresden and Braidwood 
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nuclear power plants. His findings showed shocking increases in the rates of various 
kinds of deadly cancers in the area; he documented that many types of cancer occurred at 
significantly higher rates in these areas, than elsewhere in IL (See: http://ieer.org/wp/wp-
content/uploads/2013/06/Health-Concerns-and-Data-Around-Illinois-Nuclear-Plants-
slides-for-SDA-2013.pdf). 

Joe Sauer presented his findings to the U.S. National Academy of Sciences (NAS; see 
link immediately above). Cynthia and Sarah Sauer also spoke, at the NAS public 
comment period, regarding a U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) commissioned 
NAS study on cancer incidence around U.S. nuclear power plants. (See: “Presentation 
Academy cancer sufferer puts human face on study of nuclear plant safety,” by Grace 
Schneider, Louisville Courier-Journal, May 3, 2010, posted online at: 
http://www.courier-
journal.com/article/20100503/NEWS02/5030376/%E2%80%98One%20of%20the%20sta
tistics) 

As Sarah Sauer put it: 
 
“My parents and I have been to Washington DC to speak to various government officials 
and fight for the right for kids to live in a healthy environment and not to have to be 
exposed to low levels of radiation on a daily basis. I spoke to the National Academy of 
Sciences twice to remind them of who they are doing the health study for and that me and 
all the other kids who live(d) near nuclear power plants and got cancer are not just a 
statistic. Cancer may have taken many things from me but it did not take away my love 
for life. All of life is very precious and we need to make sure that everyone, especially 
the children have a safe and healthy world to grow up in.” (See: 
http://ieer.org/resource/commentary/on-life-near-two-nuclear-power-plants-in-illinois/) 
 
Exelon’s massive radioactivity releases into the environment of the neighborhoods in 
which its atomic reactors operate, as well as the company’s cover up of those releases, 
violated “the right for kids to live in a healthy environment and not to have to be exposed 
to low levels of radiation on a daily basis.” 
 
While Exelon’s takeover of Pepco would not mean that atomic reactors would be opened 
up within the District of Columbia (although Exelon already owns and operates atomic 
reactors at Calvert Cliffs, MD and Peach Bottom, PA, just 50 to 100 miles from D.C.), 
these stories about the Sauer family, their suffering neighbors in Morris, IL, as well as the 
hardships endured by the residents of Godley Park District in IL, clearly show Exelon’s 
disregard for the health, safety, and environment of its neighbors. If Exelon had nothing 
to hide about its radioactive releases to the environment, then why did it conceal the 
massive tritium leaks for a decade at Braidwood? 
 
The point is that a corporation like Exelon, with such rogue and toxic behavior, cannot be 
trusted to take over Pepco. There is no telling how Exelon’s willingness to risk the lives, 
health, safety, environment, and wellbeing of the communities in which it operates, 
would manifest in and around Washington, D.C., if it were to take over Pepco’s 
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operations. For this reason and many others, the District of Columbia Public Service 
Commission should rule against Exelon’s takeover of Pepco as not in the public interest.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kevin Kamps 
Radioactive Waste Watchdog 
Beyond Nuclear 
6930 Carroll Avenue, Suite 400 
Takoma Park, MD 20912 
(240) 462-3216 
kevin@beyondnuclear.org 
www.beyondnuclear.org  


