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Having been accused of being "very confused, or intentionally trying to confuse" others, I would like to 
reply to Kenneth Howard's Sept. 7 commentary.  
 
I am not a Monroe County resident, but I have frequently visited your lovely community. I have, however, 
been a board member of Don't Waste Michigan for 15 years, representing my hometown of Kalamazoo. 
"We almost lost Detroit" with the Fermi 1 meltdown in 1966, and "almost lost Toledo" with the 2002 Davis-
Besse "hole in the head." All Great Lakes residents -- myself included -- have the right to speak out 
against atomic reactors and their mounting nuclear wastes. These threaten our precious region, home to 
20 percent of the world's surface fresh water, with catastrophic radioactivity releases.  
 
I actually agree that Congress has failed to solve the radioactive waste dilemma. It has allowed the 
Department of Energy (DOE) to waste over $10 billion at Yucca Mountain, Nevada. Last month, DOE 
admitted Yucca would ultimately cost American ratepayers and taxpayers nearly $100 billion. That's quite 
a price tag for an earthquake-plagued hole in the ground, guaranteed to leak deadly radioactivity into the 
drinking water supply over time.  
 
The Yucca project should be ended before another dollar is wasted. Funds should instead be used to 
make wastes more safe and secure right where they are at -- and will, unfortunately, likely remain for 
many decades to come -- on site at the reactors that generated them in the first place. 
  
Sixty-six years after Enrico Fermi first split the atom in Chicago, we still don't even know what to do with 
the first cupful of radioactive waste. In the short time it operated, Fermi 1 generated little electricity. But it 
did generate radioactive wastes that will remain hazardous for a million years. In the past two decades, 
Fermi 2 has likewise generated nearly 500 tons of irradiated nuclear fuel that will be deadly virtually 
forevermore.  
 
These wastes are packed in a pool at Fermi. The U.S. National Academy of Sciences reported in 2006 
such pools are vulnerable to terrorist attacks. The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission reported in 2001 
that a waste fire in a pool would cause 25,000 fatal cancers downwind. 
  
We must stop making radioactive wastes. Fermi 2 should be closed, and its electricity, and jobs, replaced 
with energy-efficiency upgrades and Michigan's vast wind power potential. Given the unsolved radioactive 
waste problem, talk of a new reactor at Fermi is irresponsible.  
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